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Foreword  
 

The Parish Plan has been written in response to 
the consultation of Parishioners through the 
questionnaire distributed to all households 
during 2010.  
 
The Parish Plan Steering Group have worked 
through responses to each aspect of the 
questionnaire to note the points made by 
Parishioners, to evaluate responses and to draw 
up action points for each topic, thus aiming to 
make improvements on action points raised.  
 
The action points drawn up in the Parish Plan 
present measurable targets and challenges for 
both Parish Councillors and Parishioners to 
achieve.  
 
The Parish Council appreciate the time and 
efforts of all members of the Steering Group and 
all residents who had an input into this plan.  

 

The Parish Council adopted the Parish Plan at their meeting on 17th May 2011. The action points will be 
reviewed at the Annual Parish Council meeting 2012 and reports on progress made at subsequent Annual 
Parish Council meetings. It is our duty to achieve these aims wherever possible.  
 

Hinstock Parish Plan Steering Group  



� �

The Parish Plan  
 
The Parish Plan is a document which sets out a 
shared vision of how the Community wants the 
Parish to develop in the next few years. It covers a 
number of social, economic and environmental 
issues which are individual to the Parish and are 
identified by consulting the Community.  
 

It is a Plan for the Community by the Community.  
 

In Shropshire, Parish Plans have been developed by 
many Parishes with the help and support of the 
Community Council of Shropshire.  
The Plan sets out the things that the Community 
would like to happen, wants to protect and would like 
to make improvements to in the form of an action 
plan. This shows the priority, timescales and potential 
partners in the various enterprises.  
It is hoped that development and publication of the 
Hinstock Parish Plan will:  
 

¨  Strengthen the Community;  
¨  Encourage greater participation in the Community 

by local residents;  
¨  Influence local decision making;  
¨  Identify projects which need outside help for 

fulfilment;  
¨  Provide evidence to support funding applications 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of Parish
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Hinstock Parish  

The village of Hinstock is to be found in North Shropshire, just off the A41 to the south of Market Drayton. In recent years the village 
has grown in popularity with those who work further afield, geographically it is close to the market towns of Market Drayton and 
Newport, whilst Telford, Shrewsbury, Stafford, Wolverhampton and Stoke on Trent are also easy to access by road.  

There may have existed at one time a Roman road through Hinstock, an archaeological evaluation of part of the area was 
undertaken in 1986 and there was evidence of what was thought to be a Roman road linking Hinstock with Burlington.  

The village is served by a primary school, a church, a pub and a general store and Post Office; it has a well maintained recreation 
ground with football pitch, brand new five a side pitch and tennis courts. It also boasts a variety of clubs and organisations that 
operate from the Memorial Hall including the Women's Institute, the playgroup, the flower arranging club and painting classes whilst 
next door in the Jubilee room, the snooker club has one full sized snooker table and one pool table. For the more active, the village 
also has a lively tennis club, cricket club and annual charity fun run.  

A village that attracts families who appreciate the surrounding countryside and yet wish to have the facilities of larger towns close 
by, Hinstock with its village social life remains a favourite with those who are fortunate to live here. 
 
Quarry Wood 
 
Quarry Wood nature reserve is seven acre woodland on the west side of the A41 at Hinstock 
that is managed by the Shropshire Wildlife Trust. Oak, birch and the occasional hornbeam grow 
alongside swathes of rhododendron. The sandstone cliffs were formed in the Triassic period, 
around 220 million years ago, when this part of the country was hot and dry and dinosaurs 
were first emerging. 
The quarry may have provided the stone for the tower of St Oswald's church in the village and 
also some of the older houses, though quarrying ceased here in the 1890s. The wood once 
provided cover for vast flocks of roosting thrushes and finches and between 1966 and 1985, 
around 20,000 birds were ringed here. These birds no longer roost in such numbers, but the 
wood is still home to a variety of birds including jays, tits, nuthatches, woodpeckers and other 
common woodland birds. 
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Development of the Plan    

Community Consultation  
One hundred and eighty-one forms were returned to the Community Council for analysis. 2001 census statistics record 983 
residents in 368 households, therefore the response rate was 49%, which was an excellent response. The highest percentage of 
responses came from residents who live in the centre of the village, Roman Way and Old Chester Road. (28%) Most respondents 
were over the age of thirty-six, the highest percentage being in the 51-65 age group. Most respondents had lived in the village for 
over six years with almost 47% having lived in Hinstock for over eleven years. 
  

Place Number of respondents   Place  Number of respondents  

Ashfields 4  Newport Road 2 
Church Street 9  Pixley  3 
Ellerton / Ellerton Road 2  Sandy Lane  2 
Goldstone Road 8  Shakeford 2 
Hatton Road 6  St Oswalds View  2 
High Heath 4  The Chestnuts  12 
Hooks Lane  2  The Links 2 
Lightwoods  1  The Yelves 4 
Links Green 5  Villa Farm Close 3 
Lockley Wood 9  Wood Lane  10 
Marsh Lane 5  Centre of Village area 1 * 48 
Mill Green 7  Centre of village area 2 ** 7 
   Other 6 

 

The Survey asked residents to respond to the statements in ten subject areas:  
¨  Community 
¨  Community Facilities and Local Services 
¨  Transport and Travel 
¨  Road Safety 
¨  Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

¨  Housing and Development 
¨  Environmental Services 
¨  Employment 
¨  Tourism 
¨  Communication 

 

Additional comments made by Parishioners were also taken into account during the Parish Councillors response to the Action Plan.  
 

* Centre of village area 1 – Roman Way, Old Chester  Road, School Fields, School Bank, Bearcroft Lane   ** Centre of village area 2 – Manor Farm Drive, Ma nor Close, Sandbrook Close, Chester Road, Bearcroft  Grange
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Monitoring Responsibility for the Action Plan  

 
The Parish Plan has been developed and produced by the Parish Plan Steering Group under the auspices of 
Hinstock Parish Council. The publication of the Final Plan effectively ends the work of this group.  
It is suggested by the Steering Group that the group be replaced by the Parish Plan Monitoring Group. This 
group should have the responsibility for ensuring that the actions set out in the Action Plan are carried out within 
the timescales indicated in the Plan. Volunteers for the group should be sought from residents via the website 
and the Newsletter. 
  
It is proposed that the entire Action Plan be reviewed in 5 years. It is suggested that, at that time, the Monitoring 
Group should cease to exist, if it hasn’t already done so, and be replaced by a Parish Plan Review Group .  
 
Again, volunteers for the group should be sought from residents via the website and the Newsletter. In this way, 
residents will have several further opportunities to contribute to the development of the Parish.  
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Environment  
 

The Environment was an issue that united the village of Hinstock, most of the respondents identified the 
“beautiful, peaceful countryside” as the one thing they particularly liked about the parish. However, whilst there 
was support for local livestock farmers from the additional comments on the questionnaire there was support for 
local livestock farmers yet at the same time there was criticism for these same farmers for not keeping the lanes 
free from mud and animal excrement.  
 
Public Footpaths 
The majority of respondents, 67%, make use of the public footpath network in 
the parish, and most (91%) have not experienced problems such as high stiles or 
obstructions. However, a disappointingly high 70% would not wish to volunteer in 
helping the Parish Paths Partnership maintain and monitor these very same 
footpaths.  
 
Allotments  
The provision of allotments within the village has also been a popular recent development and over 70% of  
respondents are now aware of their existence. 

 
Litter and Dog Fouling  
The questionnaire also revealed that dog fouling was a real issue adversely affecting 37% 
of respondents and litter was also an area of concern with over 43% of respondents being 
adversely affected. It certainly highlighted a strong demand for Dog and Litter Bins at 
appropriate sites. It was also emphasised that it is the responsibility of dog owners and 
walkers to collect and responsibly dispose of their charges’ faeces as these pose a health 
risk, not only to humans but also to other animals, including sheep and cows as they 
transmit Listeria, Leptospirosis and Salmonella amongst other diseases. 
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Village Initiative �
 �
To alleviate the litter problem the group carry out litter picks twice a year and regularly empty public bins around 
the centre of the village. In addition the group maintains flower beds around the village plus hanging baskets at 
the Memorial Hall. 
�
Recycling 
 
On a positive note over 90% of  respondents answered that they make use of the recycling facilities available 
within the parish much higher than the national average. (National average 2009 - 35%) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Beautiful, peaceful countryside” Hinstock resident. 
 

“Rural without being isolated” Hinstock resident 
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Action Plan – Environment  
 

Topic  Action to be 
Taken 

Responsibility  
(Lead & Partners) 

Importance  Timescale  Resource implications  

      
 
 
Provision of 
bins for Dog 
Fouling 
waste 
 
 

 
 
Increase the 
number of  dog 
waste bins 

 
 
Shropshire 
Council 
Parish Council  High Short term Additional bins and signage 

      
 
 
Provision of 
bins for 
Litter in and 
around the 
Parish 
 

 
 
Increase the 
number of  
Litter bins 

 
 
Shropshire 
Council 
Parish Council High Short term Cost of additional bins 

      
 
 
Agricultural 
muck on the 
lanes 

 
 
Letter to 
farmers 
reminding them 
of their 
responsibilities 
 
 

 
 
Shropshire 
Council 
Parish Council High Short term  
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Housing   
 
The Parish Council held an open meeting on Site Allocation and Management of Development on the 10th June 
2010. This was an extremely well attended and lively meeting and those that attended were asked to fill in a 
short questionnaire the results of which are available on the Parish Council Website.  
However the Hinstock Parish Plan questionnaire revealed that 55% of the respondents felt that they were not 
sufficiently well informed about planning and development within the parish. It should be noted that this meeting 
and the Parish Plan questionnaire were being done at the same time therefore the respondents of the Parish 
Plan questionnaire may well have answered this question differently following the meeting.  
 
Future Development 
 

When it came to the question of future development 43% of respondents wanted no 
further development, this view may have come about due to caution by many as 
there was no indication of scale attributed to the question. There was however a 
strong view that should future housing development take place then the majority, 36 
% of respondents, wanted to see more affordable homes for local people. Planning 
policies already exist to ensure this happens but it is necessary to ensure that 
these are implemented appropriately. Only 9% of respondents wanted to see more 
Executive homes being built.  
                             
There are already planning policies that seek to restrict housing development in the 
countryside and it is essential that the Parish Council continue to comment on 
planning applications in the Parish recognizing the views of the community.  
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Action Plan – Housing  

 
 
 
 

Topic 
 

Action to be Taken 
 

Responsibility 
(Lead & Partners) 

 

 
Importance 

 
Timescale 

 
Resource 

implications 
 

      
Improve wider 
publicity of future 
Planning and 
Development within 
the Parish  

82% of respondents felt that the 
Village Magazine was most 
important for communication. 

Parish Council  
Village Magazine 

High Short term Funding for 
additional 
advertisements 

      
To take account of 
views of residents 
identified in 
consultation 
exercises   when 
considering future 
planning applications 

Parish Council to refer to residents 
views made at Public Meeting and 
questionnaire response when making 
planning decisions. 

Parish Council High Ongoing  

 
“Its size - neither too big or too small… 
 

Rural and quiet…  
 

Friendly community” 
 
     Hinstock residents  
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Community Facilities and Local Services  
 

Positive comments were made about the existing faci lities in the Parish. Parishioners would be concern ed if the Post Box 
and Post Office, as well as the Memorial Hall, Chur ch School and Public Houses were lost. 
 
Village Shop 
 

The Post Office facilities were used by 90% of the respondents, with 76% using 
the village shop to collect newspapers and magazines. Many customers 
commented upon the friendly staff and convenience of the shop, others felt that 
there was a lack of stock and that prices were high. The shop is now under new 
ownership. 
 
Pubs 
 

The majority of respondents (41%) chose to comment upon the Falcon Inn, 
expressing positive comments about the friendly atmosphere. Since the 
questionnaire both pubs  
have had a change of management. 
 
Village Hall 
 

67% of respondents had used the village hall during the past year to attend 
fundraising events, private parties and functions as well as classes and 
leisure activities. Additional comments suggested that people were in 
favour of the planned improvements to the hall and appreciated the cost of  
suggested developments. Improved heating and preventing youths loitering 
in the entrance were two areas noted for development, as well as  
improved advertising of facilities available for hire. 
 

School 
 

Only 14% of those completing the questionnaire had children at the school. 
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Church 
 

Nearly three quarters of respondents recognised the importance of the Church as a 
place for spiritual worship and an important focal point for the community, including 
for weddings, funerals and baptisms. A smaller percentage (20%) attended the 
Church for regular worship. 
 
Mobile Library 
 

The majority of parishioners who responded (92%) do not use the mobile library 
service, almost half of this number would if there was available information about 
dates and places for the library visit. 
 
Other facilities 
Snooker Hall, cricket, tennis, play area, five-a-side area, recreation field and bike ramps. 
 

Most respondents did not have opinions about the above facilities, possibly because those responding do not 
use those facilities. 
However the children’s play area and recreation field were rated good overall by a third of respondents. 
 
Future development 
 

Facilities parishioners would like to see developed in the future included;  
 

1. Youth Club / Youth facilities 
2. New clubs / activities 
3. Sports, including a sports pavilion and bowling green 

 
“Lots of country walks.”   

“Good set of amenities \ sports, shop etc”   Hinstock residents.    



� �� �

Action Plan – Community Facilities and Local Servic e 
 

Topic Action to be Taken Responsibility 
(Lead & Partners) 

Importance Timescale Resource 
implications 

Village shop Forward both positive comments and 
points for developing the services of the 
shop to the new owners. 

Parish Plan 
steering/monitoring 
group 

 Short term  

Pubs 
The Falcon 
The Four 
Crosses 

Forward both positive comments and 
points raised for improving customer 
satisfaction to the new owners. 

Parish Plan 
steering/monitoring 
group 

 Short term  

 
Village Hall 

Liaise with Memorial Hall Committee to 
disseminate feedback from Parishioners 
regarding facilities, advertising and hire. 

Parish Plan 
steering/monitoring 
group 

 Short term  

 
 
 
Village Hall 

Improvements to the Village Hall 
Fix the roof 
 
Improve the leisure facilities 

Lead: Village Hall 
Partners: The Parish 
Council.  Rural 
Community Council 
halls’ advisor.  
Shropshire Council, 
Parish plan action 
group to receive 
feedback from 
meetings. 

High 
 
 

Initial meeting 
with partners in 
early spring. 
Work plan to be 
produced by 
June. Work to 
commence in 
October. 

Funding needed from 
a variety of sources 
to be determined with 
village halls adviser. 
Local builders and 
local grant – making 
trusts to be 
approached for 
resources and 
funding. 

Church Tap into goodwill surrounding Church for 
fundraising / village events. 

Church 
Parish Council 
Community 

 
Medium 

Medium term  

Mobile Library Publicise information regarding library 
visits on village notice boards, 
newsletter etc to encourage use. 

Parish Council publicity 
officer 

 
High 

Short term  

Facilities 
Further consultation 
to develop ideas and 
needs including 
young people 

Youth Club / Youth facilities Parish Council, 
Community groups, 
Community and Rural 
Development Officer 

 
Low 

Long term  
New clubs / facilities Long term 
Sports / Sports pavilion Long term 
Bowling green Long term 
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Transport and Travel  
 

72% of respondents indicated that their household had two or 
more cars, with 62% using their car to travel to work. 40% felt 
that public transport did not go where they wanted to. 
 
Particular problems identified included 29% raising the potential 
danger of road drainage and flooding including along the Chester 
Road. 21% mentioned the lack of street lighting along Chester 
Road and from Ashfields  to the village centre. 20% raised the 
issue of the lack of footpaths, especially outside the school. 

 
 
Road Safety  
 
Speeding was the issue causing the most concern. One third of 
respondents preferred the solution of illuminated “Slow Down” signs. 
 
The majority of Parishioners (44%) who expressed concerns about 
the safety of children at school time felt that the road would be safer 
if the roundabout was replaced by a T-junction with a stop sign. 
Other solutions suggested included setting in place Road Safety 
education and tackling parking issues around the school.  
 
 
 “Rural and yet easy to commute due to A41”   Hinstock resident 
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Action Plan – Transport and Travel  
 

Topic Action to be Taken Responsibility 
(Lead & Partners) 

Importance Timescale Resource implications 

Flooding Report issue of dangerous flooding at the 
bottom of School Bank, (on the corner 
opposite the Goldstone turn)  

Parish Council 
Highways 
Department 

High Short term Shropshire Council 
Highways 

      
Public Transport Survey to determine needs of Parishioners, 

Possible routes, times. 
Parish Council 
survey 

Medium Medium term Parish Council 

      
Additional street 
lighting 

Investigate cost implications and 
desirability 

Parish Council Low Long term 
Funding from Parish 
Council 

      
Road surface – Pot 
Holes 

Report serious condition of road surface. Parish Council 
Highways Dept. 

High Short term 
Shropshire Council 
Parish Council 

 

Action Plan – Road Safety  
 

Topic Action to be Taken Responsibility 
(Lead & Partners) 

Importance Timescale Resource implications 

Speeding traffic 
through the centre 
of the village 

Request 20 mph limit in vicinity of school Parish Council 
Highways 
Department 

Medium Medium term Shropshire Council 

      
Light controlled 
pedestrian crossing 

Request upgrade of Zebra Crossing to 
Pelican crossing 

Parish Council 
Highways 
Department 

Medium Medium term Shropshire Council 

      
Traffic calming 
measures to slow 
traffic in the centre 
of the village. 

Investigate options to ensure 30 mph limit 
is observed through the centre of the 
village e.g. T junction and stop sign to 
replace roundabout, flashing “Slow Down” 
sign. 

Parish Council 
Highways 
Department Medium Medium term Shropshire Council 

      
Speeding traffic Enforcing 40 mph limit in Lockley Wood 

Request 40 mph limit through Mill Green 
Parish Council 
Highways 
Department 

Medium Medium term Shropshire Council 



� �� �

Crime, Anti-Social Behaviour and Policing.        
 
31.4 % of respondents said they had no concern regarding crime, 
anti-social behaviour and policing, yet 71% felt that the police  
coverage in the village was adequate/poor.   
 
While only 12.8% felt unsafe, 25 separate comments were noted  
regarding specific places. 
 
 
 

Action Plan – Crime, Anti-Social Behaviour and  Policing  
 
 

Topic 
 

Action to be taken 
 
 

Responsibility 
(Lead and Partners) 

 

Importance Timescale 
 
 

Resource 
implications 

 
 

Improve police coverage 
to alleviate vandalism 
and speeding in the 
village 

Contact West Mercia 
Police 

Lead:  
Parish Council 
Partners :  
West Mercia Police  
Shropshire Council 

High 

 
Short/Medium term 
 
6-12 months 

 
West Mercia 
Constabulary 

      

Unsafe areas in village 
 

Parish Council to be 
made aware and action 
as necessary. 
 

Lead:  
Parish Council 
Partners :  
E-on  
Shropshire Council 
 

High 

 
Short/Medium 
 
6-12 months 

 
Finance 
availability to 
complete 
action points 
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Employment and Tourism  
 

 
 
48% of male parishioners work outside the parish and 38.5% of female parishioners, in 
contrast to only 15.3 % of males who work within and 21.2% of females.   
Unemployment was low, but a high percentage of retired people live in the village. 
 
Parishioner generally felt that business and tourism in the village should be promoted.    
 

 
 
 
 

Action Plan – Employment and Tourism  
 
 

Topic Action to be taken 
Responsibility 

(Lead and Partners) 

 
Importance 

 
Timetable 

 
Resource 

Implications 

Promote Hinstock in 
local tourist information 
leaflets. 

Contact local tourist 
information centre and 
follow through 

Lead:  
Parish Council 
Partners :  
Tourist information centre 
Shropshire Council 
 

 
 

Medium 

 
Medium term 

 
12 – 18 months 

 

Finance to advertise 
 

      
Encourage small 
business, working from 
home 

Parish council to look for 
site for small business 
units 

Lead:  
Parish Council 
Partners :  
Shropshire Council 
 

Medium 
 

 
Medium - Long 

 
12 - 24 months 

 
Sponsors 
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Summary  
 
Highlights 
 
The key issues that emerged from the community survey as significant concerns from all sectors and settlements 
of the Parish were:  

     
¨  General road maintenance, flooding and drainage of roads and muck on the road.  
¨  Speed of traffic through the centre of the village, danger to children leaving school. 
¨  Parish Council need to keep Parishioners well informed of future planning issues.   
¨  Litter and dog fouling on pavements and recreation areas. 
¨  Importance of keeping the Post Office, shop and local school 
¨  Retaining the rural nature of the village. 

 -  
 
From the issues listed above one of the top priorities for residents of Hinstock 
Parish is the issue of roads, traffic and speed through the village. Interestingly, 
the resolution of this issue is largely in our own hands as most of the speeding 
traffic is local!  
 
The Action Plan for each section of the Parish Plan deals with issues identified 
from analysis of the responses. 
The Parish Plan Steering Group trust that the preparation and completion of 
the Community Survey will yield positive results in the short, medium and long 
term to further improve the environment, facilities and safety within our parish.  
  
  

 Visit the Hinstock Parish Council website at www.hinstock -pc.gov.uk 


