
HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley 
Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr K Wood; Cllr M Hook; Cllr L Hutchinson; Cllr B Gee
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 	
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr Neil Bentley	
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 7th January 2026
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock
1 [bookmark: _Hlk128562530][bookmark: _Hlk215649624]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:19pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Wood and Vaughan.  One member of the public attended the Meeting representing the Tennis Club.  He queried the current status of the lease.  Cllr Ashley confirmed that the original lease was terminated when the land was transferred and that a new lease has been drafted and is due to be reviewed at this meeting.  The lease will then been reviewed by a Solicitor before being forwarded to the Club. 

2 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received.

3	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd December 2025
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report – to receive report and feedback from Meeting attended
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of Cllr Bentley’s emailed report.
Cllr Bentley gave an update on the A41: Amey are working on a quote for upgrade works.  Shropshire Council is working with Telford and Wrekin Council on this project (T&W being the lead Council). 
Cllr Bentley reported that School transport will be cancelled on Friday due to the impending storm.

b) 	Parish Councillors’/Clerk’s reports – to receive to inc feeback from devolution of services meeting
Receipt of the Minutes from the devolution of services meeting hosted by Stoke on Tern Parish Council were noted.  There is no document in place currently outlining the Council’s statutory duties in terms of service delivery. Shropshire Council officers are working to put this in place.  The next meeting is due to be held on 11/2/26.

5	Parish Matters: to enable Cllrs to report local matters for attention/information
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention; Update on return of removed lighting units
The Clerk reported that she has sent two emails asking when the units will be received. No response as yet. She has emailed again today chasing for a reply. 
5 Parish Matters cont
The Councillors reported that the Church hedge needs cutting back.  Action: Cllr Hutchinson to contact the Church to request that it is attended to. 
A street light in Church Street needs upgrading to LED. This will be attended to once the new lighting units have been received from WSP. 

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	To enable Cllrs to consider repairs reported following asset checks; replacement gate/equipment parts
Cllr Ashley confirmed that he has been trying to source a new spring loaded gate.  The Clerk was asked to contact Ray Parry Playgrounds with a view to fixing the gate, proposed by Cllr Hutchinson, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. Resolved. 

To receive the monthly playground inspection report
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the report. All items reported within the report have been attended to.  The Clerk reported that the new monthly charge will increase from £35 pm to £47 pm plus VAT. The Councillors noted a discount applied of £3 per visit.  The Clerk was asked to challenge the increase, however the Councillors agreed to accept the charge if no further discount could be arranged, proposed by Cllr Hook, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues:
The Councillors discussed the provision of grit bins in the village.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote for installing a bin near the bus stop in Church Street. A charge may be levied to install a grit bin on the verge. 

It was reported that the grids in the A41 underpass need to be cleared. To be reported on FixMyStreet.  

d)	Memorial Hall – report from PC	 reps 
The representatives confirmed that bookings are going well.  A pantomime will be performed in Feburary.  

e)	Tennis Club –Lease agreement – to review/approve draft document; Grant funding request 
The Councillors reviewed the draft Tennis Club lease which is based on the terms of the previous lease. As per the original lease, the courts must be open and accessible to the people of Hinstock. The lease will be reviewed by a Solicitor once finalised. Proposed by Cllr Thomason, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. 
A grant funding request received from the Tennis Club for the purchase of a new lock for the courts was considered.  The intended charge for public access is currently unknown.  The Councillors discussed whether imposing a charge on public use will contravene the terms of the lease agreement.  The Councillors agreed that a concession fee could perhaps be charged for residents of the parish in order to encourage local people to use the courts.  Prices to be reviewed annually.  If this is agreed as a way forward it will be included into the lease. The representative from the Club was asked to notify the Club of the discussion and to respond to the Parish Council in time for the next meeting on 4th March. 

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	- update
The Clerk reported that completion is set to take place tomorrow. 


g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern; Quarry Wood maintenance feedback
Cllr Hutchinson reported that Shropshire Wildlife Trust will be carrying out some maintenance work in the wood soon.

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants
No update.

i)	Dog fouling – to update on signage purchases
Cllr Ashley to purchase signs. Cllr Hutchinson proposed re-imbursing Cllr Ashley once the purchases have been made, seconded by Cllr Gee, all agreed. Resolved. 

j)	Snooker Club – to receive any updates
No update. Cllr Ashley reported that the Club uses on average 100kw of electricity per month, which at the charge of 34p per kw equates to £35pm.

k)	A41– update on proposed speed mitigation measures
Update given previously by Cllr Bentley. 

l)	Land adj cemetery – Cllrs report following inspection
Cllr Hook reported that a hedge has been laid.  Who has done this is unknown. Cllr Gee proposed the Parish Council installs a sign stating ownership, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. A budget of up to £100 was approved. 
The Councillors agreed that the Pay Back Team could be asked to clear the area. 

6	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room - To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record meter reading; to update on purchase of new signage
No updates given. Current meter reading recorded. 

The Clerk advised Councillors that various policies will need to be reviewed and adopted at the next meeting in preparation for this year’s audit.

7	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; SNT posters; 
An email from the School regarding the inappropriate placement of banners on the crossing railings was noted. This matter had been highlighted in their recent safety audit.  The banners have the potential to obscure the view of children from motorists.  The Councillors agreed that new locations should be found for advertising banners and requests will be made via Facebook to ask that no banners be placed on the railings.  
A receipt from the RBL was noted. 

8	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Ashley proposed all payments, including the salary, for approval seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation and confirm receipt 
Cllr  Ashley proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)	To consider the purchase of a new notice board for the Memorial Hall
The Councillors considered the purchase of a replacement board for parish notices.  Cllr Hutchinson proposed the purchase of a 1mx1m lockable board up to £500, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Cllr Ashley to source. Resolved. 

d)	Budget for 2026-27 – to approve
The Councillors noted new budget figures as discussed in December for the Audits, new monthly playground inspection fee and ICO fee.  
Cllr Hutchinson proposed the acceptance of the draft budget for 202678-27, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Small business rate relief/Jubilee Room
To be taken forward to February’s meeting. 

f)	Precept request – to approve 
On the basis of the budget with a 3.5% uplift on last year’s precept, the Councillors agreed a precept request of £36,330.00 proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/25
	Employee
	Salary 
	£597.95
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/12/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/12/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/12/25
	EDF
	Energy supply
	£182.53
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/12/25
	BT
	Broadband 
	£47.42
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/12/25
	L Egerton
	QJR Cleaning
	£tbc
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/12/25
	Ray Parry
	Inspection
	£42.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	08/09/25
	Eon
	Annual Maintenance 
	£191.40
	Paid online
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	09/12/25
	Cllr D Ashley 
	Expenses
	£127.93
	Paid online
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/12/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£361.91
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/12/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£23.90
	
	

	03/12/25
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	



9	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
25/04629/VAR  (validated: 08/12/2025)
Address:  3 Chester Road, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SY
Proposal:  Variation of Condition 4 attached to Application Reference Number: 23/00095/COU
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T6T971TDMNJ00
Noted. 

25/04396/FUL – Walker Engineering Ltd
Erection of Commercial Building in Association with Commercial Workshop for the Storage and Maintenance of Specialist Vehicles - noted

-	Decisions 
25/04047/VAR  (validated: 27/10/2025)
Address:  The Conifers, High Heath, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SY
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 25/01304/FUL
Decision:  Grant Permission

10	Confirmation of the next Meeting of the Parish Council date (4th February 2026) and items for the next agenda
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm. 

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised for consideration. 
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