
HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley 
Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr L Hutchinson; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr B Gee; Cllr K Wood
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr N Bentley		
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 2nd July 2025
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

Vice Chairman, Cllr M Thomason opened the Meeting at 7:17pm. 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk128562530]Election of a Chairman (Acceptance of Office form to be completed)
Cllr Wood proposed Cllr Ashley as Chairman for the ensuing year, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. 

1. Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
Apologies were received from Cllr M Hook.  
The Meeting was attended by a PCSO and Unitary Cllr N Bentley.  The Council was advised that the Local Policing Charter is being changed and will be updated every 6 months going forward.  The working hours of the PCSOs will be reduced so that they will finish by 8pm.  Attendance at future Parish Council meetings is unlikely.

1. To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
Reminder to new Councillors to complete the online Register of Members’ Interest form
No declarations were received. 

4	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th June 2025
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th June 2025. Cllr Gee proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

5	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report – to receive
Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed report from Cllr Bentley. 
Cllr Bentley confirmed that he has written to John Campion to contest the reduction in the PCSOs working hours. He drew the Councillor’s attention to the ongoing survey for Town and Parish Councils. 

b) 	Parish Councillors’/Clerk’s reports – to receive
No meetings have been attended.  The Chairman’s network meeting is scheduled for 12th July. 
6	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention
Concerns were raised that lights have been on during the day. The car park lighting timer will be checked to ensure that it is set correctly.  Clerk to liaise with Eon regarding the lantern exchange with lights replaced by Shropshire Council. 


b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	To enable Cllrs to consider quotes for: 
Repairs to the cycle ramps – Following an inspection by Ray Parry Playgrounds, Cllr Hutchinson to contact the handyman for a quote to carry out some remedial work.
Cllr Thomason proposed adding the ramps and shelter to the monthly inspection rota, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

To receive the monthly playground inspection report
The Clerk advised that the Pay Back Team will be raking the bark over on 6th July to ensure even coverage.  The playground gate mechanism needs adjustment as it is closing too quickly. Action: Handyman to be asked to look at. 
Climbing frame requires a new ground fixing part. Action: Clerk to order. Some caps need replacing – Cllr Hook to attend to. 

To enable Cllrs to determine fee for Newport Girls’ Football Team’s hire of pitch for next season
The Councillors agreed that there would be no adjustment in fee. The re-seeding might be best scheduled for March as they are in constant use currently. Another Club has asked if HPC can undertake line marking. Councillors agreed that this is not possible currently. 

To acknowledge annual playground inspection (September) by Fields in Trust; 
Noted.

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues; On road parking 
Councillors agreed that the recent spate on parking on the road/pavement opposite Roman Way could be best dealt with by approaching those responsible. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from PC	 reps following meeting 
An AGM is scheduled for 24/7/25.  The kitchen refurbishment is almost complete.  

e)	Tennis Club – To receive public court access details; To consider monthly rental fee 
Concerns were raised over public access. The public should be able to book online for £12 however the system does not appear to work.  Action: Clerk to invite Club Secretary to the September meeting to discuss. The Councillors discussed implementing a formal agreement with the Club for the use of the courts. 

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	- update
The Solicitor has requested a payment of £1000 in respect of ongoing legal work in the land transfer agreement with Fields in Trust. Cllr Gee proposed making the payment, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Cllr Ashley to be the signatory with the Clerk. All agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern
No update from Outdoor Recreation regarding access to the woodland. 

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants; Quotes for bollards for consideration
Cllr Thomason has submitted a pre application for a grant to repair the memorial.  
The bollards which were damaged by vehicles rerouted off the A41 are to be reported to Highways for replacement. 

i)	Dog fouling – To receive feedback regarding new signage
New signage has been arranged for the recreation field. Issues are ongoing. To be monitored.

j)	Snooker Club – to consider request to reduce rental fee
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the request to reduce the Club’s fees by 25% from £80 to £60pm.  The Councillors reviewed the last two electricity bills which have been for £106.07 and £162.10 respectively. The Club is the main user of the building.  It was noted that the Club has recently installed a new over table light.  The Councillors recalled that a grant was obtained to refurbish the Queens’ Jubilee Room on the basis that it is available for general public access ie for the sports changing facilities.  When the meeting room is hired the Club cannot have access and its daily access is otherwise limited to 8:30am to 10pm.  Cllr Gee, seconded by Cllr Vaughan proposed that the rental fee is not reduced as it is unreasonable to expect the electorate to pay for costs incurred by the Club using the Room.  The Councillors agreed that the Room should be self-funding through rental charges.  Cllr Ashley proposed purchasing a new lock (c £200) which can control access due to the key having gone ‘missing’ for several hours on one occasion which could have given the opportunity for copying it.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Cllr Ashley to purchase and fit. 

k)	A41 Safety Campaign – to discuss recent accidents and update on average speed camera installation
The Clerk reported that following another fatality a resident had been in touch with road safety concerns. The Clerk had referred the resident to Mark Pritchard MP as he is heading the project to install cameras on this stretch of the A41 and to improve general road safety. 

l)	Road Closure:  Unnamed road, near Hinstock
Start Date: 15th September 2025 End Date: 17th September 2025 Purpose: Road Closure - Large washout
Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water Works Promoter Ref: LB9141201-000014009683B-01
Enforcement pattern for Unnamed road, near Hinstock: All the time
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=143976309

7	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room - To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record meter reading; 
The Clerk reported on recent bookings. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan – reminder to review 
To take forward to September. 

c)	Village assets – to receive reports and consider any maintenance required; to approve the asset updated asset register
Cllr Hook to provide the completed check list for September’s meeting. 
8	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; SaTH updates; Chair of Shropshire Council’s Transformation and Improvement Overview Scrutiny Committee Call for Information from Town and Parish Councils
A recent email regarding noise nuisance was noted. 
An request for feedback on the recent elections survey was noted. 

9	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Hutchinson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. It was noted that the bank will be removing its £8 monthly fee. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation and confirm receipt 
Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Annual grants: Memorial Hall
To take forward to September.

d)	To consider the purchase of a new notice board for the Memorial Hall
To take forward to September. Quotes to be obtained. 

e)	To consider quotes for an outdoor table tennis table 
To take forward to September.

f)	To approve payment to Hatchers for conveyancing work in association with land transfer
Covered under previous item. 

g)	Small business rate relief/Jubilee Room
Cllr Hutchinson proposed that it is appropriate for the Parish Council to take over responsibility for this rather than the Snooker Club, seconded by Cllr Gee. All agreed. Action: Clerk to arrange. 
Cllr Gee proposed arranging for a fire extinguisher check, seconded by Cllr Ashley, all agreed. 
Action: Clerk to arrange. 

h)	EMG application update
The application has been processed. 
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/25
	Employee
	Salary 
	£524.27
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/06/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/06/25
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£220.00
	Online 
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/06/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£7.86
	
	

	02/06/25
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	



10	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
5/02069/FUL  (validated: 16/06/2025)
Address:  Hinstock House, Church Street, Hinstock, Shropshire, TF9 2TF
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building to accommodate storage for agricultural machinery
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SXDQYLTD07V00
The Councillors discussed the application, noting the changes to the previous application. 




-	Decisions 
25/01848/PMBPA  (validated: 19/05/2025)
Address:  Barn At Sutton House, Hooks Lane, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to form a single dwellinghouse
Decision:  Prior Approval Required and Approved
· Appeals
Proposed Conversion Of Outbuilding At Little Ropes, Hinstock, Shropshire, . Description of development: Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to form one residential unit Application reference: 24/04387/PMBPA Planning Inspector ref: APP/L3245/W/25/3367866 Appeal reference: 25/03370/PAPD Appeal start date: 19 June 2025
Noted. No comment.

11	Confirmation of the next Meeting of the Parish Council date (3rd September 2025) and items for the next agenda

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:48pm.

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised for discussion. 
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