

HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley
Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr K Wood; Cllr M Hook; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr B Gee
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 	
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr N Bentley	
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 4th March 2026
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

[bookmark: _Hlk128562530]1	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:15pm welcoming everyone present.  There were no absences or announcements. Cllr Hutchinson sent apologies. There were no members of the public present. 

2 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. (LGA 1972 s94)]
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th February 2026
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th February 2026. Cllr Hook proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

4	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report – to receive report 
Cllr Bentley’s emailed report was acknowledged. Cllr Bentley confirmed the new financial loans which have been put in place for Shropshire Council by Central Government.  He gave an update on the removal of a conifer hedge at Edwards Transport which was part of a planning permission.  An acoustic barrier is to be put in.  A resident’s complaint regarding traffic largely ignoring the roundabout outside the Memorial Hall has been acknowledged and passed on to Highways.  Cllr Bentley will be reporting back regarding the cost to Shropshire Council for using the FixMyStreet reporting system. 

b) 	Parish Councillors’/Clerk’s reports – to receive 
The minutes from the Stoke on Tern meeting regarding devolution of services were noted.  Trials are ongoing in some of the larger towns.  No further rollout will happen for the next year.  

5	Parish Matters: to enable Cllrs to report local matters for attention/information
a)	Street Lights/General Maintenance and/or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention; To discuss failure of NGED to return removed lighting units and to confirm whether Kier has returned the Chester Road VAS unit both following A529 upgrade
The Clerk as sent a strongly worded email to Kier regarding the replacement of the lighting units which were removed as part of the upgrade works and disposed of rather than being returned to the Parish Council.  The VAS unit has not been returned to date either. Action: Clerk to continue to follow up. Cllr Bentley to follow up on. 



b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	To enable Cllrs to consider quotes for repairs reported following asset checks
To receive the monthly playground inspection report/action any remedial works
The latest report was noted. A new part has been ordered and remedial works have been undertaken.  
Cllr Hook to source a quote for bus shelter repairs. 
Cllr Ashley to determine if the new gate he has sourced will fit on the existing posts. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues
Cllr Ashley to order metal dog fouling signs. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from PC	 reps 
No meeting has been held.

e)	Tennis Club –Lease agreement – Update; Grant funding request 
No progress on the lease agreement which has been held up by the land transfer. The grant has not been taken forward to date. The new lease will feature special rates for residents. 

f)	FIT land transfer – Playground/car park area & Deed of Dedication/Hinstock Rec Assoc Lease – update
FIT has requested that the Parish Council provides details of the remaining Trustees of the  Hinstock Recreation Association, which was registered with the Charity Commission. This has been closed following the transfer of land to the Parish Council. The Association’s details appear on the Land Registry title deed. This needs to be updated/removed to reflect the new ownership and deed of dedication arrangement. FIT need to revoke the lease. 

The Solicitor has asked for an approximate value of the land transferred for the purpose of the land registry title deed. The previous transfer was valued £0-£100,000. Cllr Wood, seconded by  Cllr Gee proposed applying the same valuation scale, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to inform the Solicitor. 

g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern
No matters were raised for discussion.

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants
Cllr Thomason to chase up the grant application. 

i)	Dog fouling – to update on signage purchases/installation
Covered under previous item.

j)	Snooker Club – to receive any updates
No updates received. Cllr Ashley reported some potential new members have been in touch. Action: Clerk to advise the Snooker Club. 

k)	A41– update on proposed speed mitigation measures
Another recent accident by the Four Crosses was reported. Cllr Bentley hopes to get an update on the average speed camera installation soon. 


l)	Land adj cemetery – Cllrs report following inspection; Sign for installation 
The new sign has been collected and is ready for installation. Action: Cllr Ashley to ask the VI team to install it. 

6	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room - To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record meter reading
No matters were raised for discussion. The Clerk reported that the new invoicing arrangement with the cleaner is working well. 

b)	Policy reviews/adoption: Communications policy, Code of conduct, Consent form, Correspondence privacy policy, Privacy notice basic, privacy notice detail, Privacy notice Staff & Cllrs, Privacy policy, Subject access policy, Security breach protocol. Consideration of Assertion 10 requirements
The Councillors confirmed that they had all received and reviewed the policies.  Cllr Ashley proposed adopting all policies, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Archive filing: to consider requirements for depositing to Shropshire Archives/minute book binding
The Clerk put forward two options for the storage of historic minutes. Action: to present binding costs in April as proposed by Cllr Wood, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

7	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes SaTH updates; Email received regarding ownership of a hedge by Roman Way
An email confirming ownership of a hedge on Roman Way by the residents was noted. 

8	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Gee approving all payments and invoices (inc salary payment) for approval, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed, Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation and confirm receipt 
The Councillors confirmed receipt of all accounting reports and statements. Cllr Hook proposed approving and signing the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by  Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

c)	Update on the purchase of a new notice board for the Memorial Hall
Cllr Ashley will purchase a new notice board as previously agreed. The purchase of new posts up to £100 was proposed by Cllr Gee, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	Small business rate relief/Jubilee Room
Cllr Ashley to review. 

e)	Year end preparation - Review of asset register
The Councillors reviewed the updated asset register. The new sign purchased will be added in and reviewed again in April. 

f)	Replacement playground gate – to discuss – covered under previous item. 
i)	Grit bin request – update
The Clerk confirmed that the request has been submitted for a new grit bin to be located in Church Street. 

j)	VAT – to discuss reclaim submission
	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	02/03/26
	Employee
	Salary 
	£597.95
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/02/26
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/02/26
	Signs of the Times
	Sign purchase
	£78.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	27/12/25
	ICO
	GDPR 
	£47.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/03/26
	EDF
	Energy supply
	£245.84
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/03/26
	BT
	Broadband 
	£47.42
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	25/03/26
	L Egerton
	QJR Cleaning
	£tbc
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	27/02/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection
	£51.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	04/03/26
	Employee 
	Expenses
	£117.87
	100691
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/02/26
	Cllr D Ashley
	Battery/charger purchase
	£25.43
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/01/26
	WRPC
	Clerk’s SLCC memb contrib
	£94.75
	Re-issue
	LGA 1972 s143

	20/01/26
	Starboard Sys
	Software 
	£328.32
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/02/26
	Bank 
	Interest
	£24.750
	
	

	02/02/26
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	


 The Clerk confirmed that she is in the process of submitting a VAT reclaim however, some VAT payments made to the Solicitor will not be recoverable due to the method by which they request payments in advance.  The reclaim will be in the region of £1300.00.

	

9	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
26/00559/FUL  (validated: 20/02/2026)
Address:  3 Links Green, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2NH
Proposal:  Two storey side extension and reconfigure the accommodation on the second floor
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TABBSZTDGCV00
The Councillors returned no comment. 

26/00343/OHL  (validated: 30/01/2026)
Address:  Goldenhill Lane, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Replace 8 spans of open wire conductor with bunched ABC conductor totalling 300m
Applicant: National Grid (Debbie Hussey, Electricity Distribution , 234 Victoria Road , Fenton , Stoke-On-Trent , Staffordshire , ST4 2JA)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T9O3EUTD06Z00 - Noted. 


-	Decisions 
None at the time of agenda publication

10	Confirmation of the next Meeting of the Parish Council date (1st April 2026) and items for the next agenda
The next meeting date was noted. 

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:06pm.



