


HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr D Ashley 
Cllrs: 		Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr K Wood; Cllr M Hook; Cllr L Hutchinson
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 	
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr Neil Bentley	
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 3rd December 2025
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

[bookmark: _Hlk128562530]1	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:16pm. Cllrs Thomason and Hook sent apologies.  
A representative from the Tennis Club attended the Meeting. 

2 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
Reminder to new Councillors to complete the online Register of Members’ Interest form
No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th November 2025
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes.  Cllr Wood proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report – to receive report and feedback from Meeting attended
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of Cllr Bentley’s emailed report. Cllr Bentley reported that there is an anticipated £0.89m overspend into reserves. Having undertaken a ‘deep dive’ into its finances, Shropshire council has found a £12m overspend over reserves.  The Government has been asked for an emergency loan.  As a result of many staff redundances it has been found that there are many unpaid for invoices outstanding.  
The A41 Amey report will be prioritising certain areas for upgrading but will also be installing the average speed cameras which the Police & Crime Commissioner’s office has offered to fund (c£400k).

b) 	Parish Councillors’/Clerk’s reports – to receive
Cllr Ashley will be attending the Stoke on Tern meeting due to be held on devolution of services. 
There is a meeting of the Market Drayton rural communities planned for 19th January. 

5	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention; 
The Clerk is waiting for confirmation from WSP as to when the replacement lighting units are due to be delivered. 



b)	Playground/Recreation Field
To enable Cllrs to consider quotes for: repairs to the cycle ramps; 
To receive the monthly playground inspection report; 
Items raised on the report noted. 
The Clerk has requested a quote for the cycle ramp repairs. 
The monthly inspection report was noted. Replacement parts to be ordered from Playdale. The VI Group will be asked to facilitate bark spreading. 
Cllr Ashley to source a replacement gate as approved in November. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues:
A529 upgrade; Village hedges – to discuss responsibility for maintenance - update
The Clerk gave an update on the ownership of various hedges/trees in the village. Village Initiative has been asked to apply for confirmation of ownership prior to undertaking any trimming/pruning and supplied with a link to the relevant department at the Council. 

d)	Memorial Hall – report from PC	 reps following meeting 
It was reported that the Hall is very busy. It could benefit from a wifi connection.  To take forward. 

e)	Tennis Club –Lease agreement – to review 
Cllr Ashley has today circulated a new draft lease for consideration. Cllr Ashley proposed suspending Standing Orders in order to discuss this with the representative from the Tennis Club, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Cllr Ashley advised that as the draft has only been circulated today, the Councillors will need time to review the document. It will be taken forward to January’s meeting for consideration. The lease has been drafted on the same basis as the current lease.  
The Club has submitted a grant funding application for the purchase of a new lock for the courts. 
Standing Orders were re-instated.  The member of the public left the Meeting. 

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	- update
The Solicitor has requested further funds in order to proceed with the transfer. An additional £2840.40 is required on top of the £1000 already paid. Cllr Ashley proposed the payment, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern
The Village Initiative are currently maintaining the paths. 

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants
No update. 

i)	Dog fouling – to receive quote for replacement signage
The Councillors will review the suggestions for replacement signage circulated by the Clerk. 

j)	Snooker Club – to receive any updates
The Councillors reviewed the electricity usage for October and November. The new spur to control the length of time the heating is on for appears to be working. The heating cannot now be inadvertently left on. 

k)	A41– update on proposed speed mitigation measures
Covered under previous item. 


l)	Land adj cemetery – Cllrs report following inspection
The Councillors visit is outstanding. It is the intention to complete the visit before the next meeting. 

6	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room - To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record meter reading; 
To review building renovation works contract/report of roof plaster deterioration – Cllr Ashley reported that there was nothing in the original contact regarding the old plaster. 
To discuss access arrangements during football club’s use of changing facilities – there is no public access allowed whilst the room/changing facilities are in use.  Cllr Ashley to purchase signage for display. The Snooker Club cannot access the building when the room is hired out.   
To review Cleaner’s request for a hourly rate increase from £12.50 per hour to £14.75 per hour: Cllr Wood proposed approving the hourly rate increase, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. Increase to be effective from 1st January 2026. Clerk to advise.    

7	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; Stoke on Tern PC devolution of services meeting; EDF changes advice note; Chairman’s network meeting; Poppy wreath donation receipt; Highways maintenance briefing note; Devolution report; 
Grant funding request has been received from the Tennis Club as discussed at the meeting held in September.  The grant funding request for £449.51 will be taken forward to January’s meeting to be discussed at the same time as the draft lease. 

8	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
Cllr Ashley proposed all payments, including the salary, for approval seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation and confirm receipt 
Cllr Ashley proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Vaughan, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	To consider the purchase of a new notice board for the Memorial Hall
Quotes to be taken forward for decision in January. 

d)	To consider quotes for an outdoor table tennis table 
The Councillors considered the quotes circulated by the Clerk.  Cllr Ashley proposed that the Council does not purchase an outdoor table tennis table, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. 
Line painting on the 5 aside court is still outstanding.  Other outstanding asset maintenance jobs to be taken forward to January’s meeting for decision. 

e)	Small business rate relief/Jubilee Room
Cllr Ashley to review and report back in January. 

f)	Budget consideration for 2026-27
The Councillors will review the adjusted budget, which will have a 3.5% uplift on last year’s in line with inflation, in January and agree the precept request. 




	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/11/25
	Employee
	Salary 
	£597.95
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	12/11/25
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£330.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	05/11/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/11/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/11/25
	EDF
	Energy supply
	£149.13
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/11/25
	BT
	Broadband 
	£47.42
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/12/25
	L Egerton
	QJR Cleaning
	£100.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	--/11/25
	Ray Parry
	Inspection
	£42.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	26/11/25
	Hatchers Slcr
	Land transfer fees
	£2480.40
	100688
	

	02/12/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£
	100689
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/11/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£25.82
	
	

	03/11/25
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	

	03/11/25
	Newport Girls FC
	Facilities hire
	£245.00
	
	

	13/10/25
	Newport Girls FC
	Facilities hire
	£70.00
	
	




9	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications - No applications received 
Application received post agenda publication 25/04396/FUL was noted. 

-	Decisions 
25/03573/FUL  (validated: 24/09/2025)
Address:  Shakeford Cottage, Shakeford, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SP
Proposal:  Removal of existing garage and replace with domestic office/gym
Decision:  Grant Permission

10	Confirmation of the next Meeting of the Parish Council date (7th January 2026) and items for the next agenda
Items as raised in the Minutes to be taken forward to January’s meeting. 
Cllr Hutchinson raised the maintenance of Quarry Wood which is usually undertaken by Shropshire Wildlife Trust.  Cllr Hutchinson to make contact and report back in January. 

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:18pm.



