


HINSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr K Wood
Cllrs: 		Cllr M Thomason; Cllr L Hutchinson; Cllr R Vaughan; Cllr M Hook; Cllr D Ashley
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce 
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr N Bentley		
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Hinstock Parish Council held on 4th June 2025
at the Queens’ Jubilee Room, Hinstock

1. [bookmark: _Hlk128562530]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, announcements & Public Session (No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:14pm.  Five members of the public attended the Meeting.  A resident attended the Meeting to advise the Council that she intends to apply for planning permission to extend her riding school hours of operation.  All lessons are individual, concentrating on children with SEN.  She invited the Councillors to visit the property to see the set up.
Cllr Gee proposed extending the public session, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. Resolved. 
A second resident attended to make representation about some hedge cutting work recently undertaken in the village on behalf of the Village Initiative Group by the Community Pay Back Team.  The landowner was reported to be unhappy with the work carried out and has requested that they are consulted about any hedge cutting needs in the future. The Clerk confirmed that the Village Initiative Group works independently from the Parish Council. It receives an annual grant for planting costs.  

1. Co-option of Councillors – Declaration of acceptance of office forms to be completed
Two members of the public attended the Meeting with a view to being co-opted onto the Council. 
Cllr Hutchinson proposed D Ashley to be co-opted to the Council, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. All agreed. Acceptance of Office form duly completed.
Cllr Wood proposed that M Hook be co-opted to the Council, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. All agreed. Acceptance of Office form duly completed. 

1. To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests 
Cllr Wood declared an interest in grant funding applications for the Village Initiative Group and the Village Initiative Events application. Cllr Gee declared an interest in the Village Initiative Group funding request. Cllr Ashley declared an interest in the Village Initiative and Village Initiative Events application.  The Councillors will not participate in any discussions. 

4	Approval of the Minutes (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1))
To approve the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th May 2025 and the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th May 2025
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read both sets of Minutes. Cllr Hutchinson proposed the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
Cllr Hutchinson proposed the Draft Annual Parish Meeting Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

5	Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)	Unitary Councillor’s report – to receive
Cllr Bentley circulated a written report prior to the Meeting which was circulated to the Councillors.  He confirmed there is an overspend of £34m at year end.  Shropshire Council currently has £5m in reserves which it aims to increase to £15m by the next year end.  The Deputy Leader has sent out a letter confirming that the Council wishes to reset relationships with the Town and Parishes.  The funding for the A41 average speed cameras is in place – this is an ongoing Telford and Wrekin project in collaboration with Shropshire Council.  No date for installation has been given as yet.  

b) 	Parish Councillors’/Clerk’s reports – to receive
Nothing to report.

6	Parish Matters: 
a)	Street Lights/Maintenance and or Repairs
	To enable Cllrs to report matters requiring attention; Update from the Clerk regarding the street lighting inventory/energy agreement
The Clerk confirmed that Shropshire Council has revised the energy agreement on the basis that 4 lights along School Bank have been replaced and adopted (previously parish lights) as part of the A529 upgrade works. The Clerk has arranged for the removed lights to be returned to the Parish Council.  Four lights at the bottom end of the village have not been included in the inventory to date, they have now been added in. Three lights in Wood Lane, which are parish lights, need upgrading. The Clerk is liaising with Eon to establish if they can be replaced by the lights which were removed from School Bank. One further light in Wood Lane has been adopted by Shropshire Council.  The new energy agreement will be priced at £1163.58 annually.  

b)	Playground/Recreation Field
	To enable Cllrs to consider quotes for: repairs or replacement cycle ramps, fencing/gate replacement; To receive the monthly playground inspection report; To enable Cllrs to determine fee for Newport Girls’ Football Team’s hire of pitch for next season.
The Clerk has chased Ray Parry Playgrounds again for a cycle ramp quote. The fencing/gate post quote has been accepted as per the decision made at May’s Meeting.  Cllr Ashley to review the pricing for block bookings for the pitch.  
The Clerk updated the Councillors regarding the increase in dog fouling problems on the recreation field. No dogs are allowed on the field. The signs have been sprayed over, which the Dog Warden has advised is a criminal offence. This has been reported to the Police.  New signage has been requested from Shropshire Council. The Clerk provided a stencil and spray paint so that warning signs can be put onto pathways and grass to remind people that failure to pick up after dogs can result in fines up to £1000. Cllr Hook to undertake the spray painting.  The Dog Warden will visit the parish this week. She can issue fixed penalty notices if offenders are caught. 
The Councillors discussed the latest monthly inspection report.  A new part has been ordered. Cllr Wood proposed asking the Village Initiative Group to assist in raking over the bark in the playground to ensure even coverage under all of the equipment, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. 

c)	Highways & Environmental Health/Services
To enable Councillors to discuss any matters requiring attention/outstanding issues 
It was reported that the hedge along School Bank on the left hand side (School side) is overgrown and covering the footway. Action: To report to Shropshire Council.  
The tarmac around the exposed manhole cover in Church Street has been patched. 
The verges along the A41 need trimming.  Action: Clerk to establish when it has been scheduled for cutting. 
Cllr Hutchinson requested some pedestrian/horse warning signage for the Hatton Road.  A pedestrian reportedly sustained and injury recently as a car passed her.  Action: Clerk to raise with Shropshire Council. 


d)	Memorial Hall – report from PC	 reps following meeting 
No meeting held.

e)	Tennis Club – To receive public court access details; To consider monthly rental fee 
The Councillors discussed the lack of public access to the courts which has been an ongoing issue for some years.  The Club has suggested installing a lock/booking system at the Parish Council’s expense to comply with their regulations.  As an alternative the Councillors discussed the possibility of installing posts and a net on the 5 aside court.  The Clerk confirmed that a protocol would be needed for managing posts and net hire. A lock has been installed onto the entrance which will be made available at the shop. The Councillors will decide a ‘borrowing’ system to ensure it is returned, probably via a holding deposit. Action: To take forward to July’s meeting. 
Cllr Ashley confirmed that the new lighting has now been installed on the 5 aside courts which is controlled from the new meters/cabinet (into which sockets have been added for public events).  Another new cabinet is required on the field.   Two commando sockets could be added to this. Action: Take forward to July’s meeting for approval.
Outdoor table tennis table quotes to be taken forward to July’s Meeting. 

f)	FIT land transfer – playground area Deed of Dedication	- update
The Clerk has requested an update. None has been forthcoming to date however the Solicitor’s office has been in touch to check the Parish Council details. 

g)	Footpaths – to raise any matters of concern
Nothing to report. 

h)	War memorial – update on War Memorial Trust grants 
No update. It was reported that protective plastic posts have been damaged. Action: Cllr Thomason to check and report back in July with quotes.

i)	Proposal to submit a formal request for an extension to the 30mph limit to incorporate Marsh Lane & Church Street
Cllr Gee gave an overview of her proposal which was previously circulated by email.  Cllr Gee proposed putting the proposal forward to Shropshire Council, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. 
Resolved. 

j)	Dog fouling – To discuss recent vandalism of signage and to discuss new signage
Covered under previous item. 

7	Housekeeping
a)	Jubilee Room - To raise any matters requiring discussion/update on bookings; To record monthly meter reading; 
Meter reading recorded as 10598. 
The Clerk updated the Council on bookings.  A PSA testing session has been booked in for June.  A new first aid cabinet has been kindly donated and installed.  Cllr Ashley proposed purchasing a first aid kit, seconded by Cllr Gee, all agreed. Resolved.  It was decided that the Clerk should open an Amazon account for the purchase of consumables, proposed by Cllr Ashley, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson, all agreed. 
The cleaner’s hours were confirmed to be two hours per week. 
The Clerk will arrange for an annual fire safety check to be carried out. 
Cllr Ashley to replace the broken ceiling panel. 
It was noted that the Snooker Club has replaced the light unit over the table. 
A new CCTV camera was kindly donated and has been installed on the door of the Jubilee Room. This will cover the area to the front of the Room and the rear of the Hall which, it is hoped, will help to prevent vandalism as the windows have been broken on many occasions.  To be included in the Council’s CCTV policy. 

b)	Strategic Objectives Plan – reminder to review in June
To take forward to July’s meeting. 

c)	Village assets – to receive reports and consider any maintenance required; to approve the asset updated asset register
Cllr Hook to provide a written report.  Action: quote to be obtained for bus shelter repairs which were highlighted in the check. 

8	Correspondence
To acknowledge receipt of correspondence received by email and to raise any matters requiring attention inc SALC/NALC bulletins, NSAC meeting minutes; Letter from the Leader; Cabinet appointments; 
No matters were raised for discussion. 

9	Finance
a)	To approve invoices/payments received to include those received post agenda publication
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Gee, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Accounting reports /bank statements; To approve the bank reconciliation and confirm receipt 
The Councillors confirmed approval of the year end accounts, proposed by Cllr Hook, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Internal Audit update: To note the conclusion of the audit for 2024-25 and note findings
The Councillors noted receipt of the report and any findings therein.  Cllr Ashley proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr Wood, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	To approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024-25 
Councillors confirmed receipt of the Annual Governance Statement. Cllr Thomason proposed answering all questions positively, seconded by Cllr Hook, all agreed. Resolved. The form was duly signed by the Chairman and the Clerk/RFO.

e)	To approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2024-25
Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving the Annual Accounting Statement and the submission of the AGAR 2024-25 to the External Auditor, seconded by Cllr Thomason, all agreed. Resolved. The Annual Accounting Statement was duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk/RFO. 
The Clerk will submit the AGAR as required.  
The Exercise of Public Rights Notice will be displayed on the notice board and website from tomorrow. 

f)	Annual grants: Memorial Hall, Youth Club, Village Initiative
Councillors declaring interests did not participate in this item. 
The Councillors reviewed grant funding requests from the Youth Club for £1000, Village Initiative for £750 for planting etc and for Village Events for £500. 
Cllr Hook proposed, seconded by Cllr Gee, approving the grant for the Youth Club, all agreed, Resolved. 
Cllr Hook, seconded by Cllr Hutchinson proposed approving the requests for the Village Intiative and Events, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	To consider the purchase of a new notice board for the Memorial Hall
The Councillors agreed to obtain quotes for consideration in July. 

h)	To consider quotes for an outdoor table tennis table 
To be taken forward to July’s meeting. 

	Date of Invoice
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/25
	Employee
	Salary 
	£524.27
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/04/25
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£449.65
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/04/25
	Bank 
	Charges
	£11.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/05/25
	EDF
	Energy
	£153.76
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/05/25
	Ray Parry
	Playground Inspections
	£42.00
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	13/05/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/04/25
	BT
	Wifi
	£47.42
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/05/25
	Hugo Fox/Go Cardless
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	27/02/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£239.06
	DD
	HA 1980 s301,n PCA 1957 s3

	20/05/25
	L Egerton
	QJR Cleaning
	£107.13
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/05/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£233.59
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	04/05/25
	JWH
	Grounds maintenance
	£330.00
	Online 
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	09/05/25
	Playdale Playgrounds Ltd
	Parts
	£89.68
	Paid online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	04/06/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£129.77
	100677
	

	04/06/25
	Hinstock Youth Club
	Grant
	£1000
	100678
	LGA 1972 s137

	04/06/25
	Village Initivative 
	Grant
	£750
	Online
	Open Spaces Act 1906; PHA 1875 s164

	04/06/25
	Village Initiative/Village events
	Grant
	£500
	Online 
	LGA 1972 s137

	Date
	Payer
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	04/05/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£8.06
	
	

	01/05/25
	Snooker Club 
	Rent
	£80.00
	
	

	25/04/25
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£35,100.00
	
	

	23/04/25
	Newport Girls Football
	Pitch hire
	£245.00
	
	



10	Planning (The Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council under Town & Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
-	Applications 
 25/01848/PMBPA  (validated: 19/05/2025)
Address:  Barn At Sutton House, Hooks Lane, Hinstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to form a single dwellinghouse
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SWD8WNTDHZV00
No objections were raised. 




-	Decisions 
25/01304/FUL  (validated: 31/03/2025)
Address:  The Conifers, High Heath, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SY
Proposal:  Proposed side rear and porch extension, internal alterations, detached garage and new drainage system
Decision:  Grant Permission

25/01123/FUL  (validated: 01/04/2025)
Address:  2 Wood Lane, Hinstock, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2TA
Proposal:  Proposed single storey side extension (description amended)
Decision:  Grant Permission

11	Confirmation of the next Meeting of the Parish Council date (2nd July 2025) and items for the next agenda
The members of the public and the Unitary Councillor left the Meeting. 
Items for the next agenda were as noted in the Minutes. 

12	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:50pm.
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